Natural Infrastructure
for Water Management N

Investing in nature for multiple objectives

Forest landscape restoration
to reduce flood impacts,
stabilise slopes & provide clean water
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« == * Capturing rainwater
with green roofs .

Connecting rivers to floodplains & aquifers
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* Improving infiltration using TEsa
urban run-off
(ie. permeable pavements)
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* Providing infiltration &
bio-retention
(urban green spaces)

Purifying wastewater &
alleviating flooding
(healthy wetlands)

* Water harvesting

Protecting & restoring reefs
for coastal protection and habitat

*Hybrid solutions that contain built elements that
interact with natural features and seek to enhance
their water related ecosystem services.
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Conserving & protecting water sources
(ie. protected areas)

Establishing flood bypasses to
reduce downstream flooding

Growing crops across slopes
to reduce erosion &
increase infiltration

Providing riparian buffers
to maintain water quality &
reduce erosion

Protecting & restoring mangroves,
coastal wetlands & dunes

Conserving and restoring wetlands

Natural or semi-natural infrastructure provides services for water resources management with
equivalent or similar benefits to conventional (built) ‘grey’ water infrastructure.

The composition, structure, and function of natural infrastructure assets in river basins, and the
way they interplay with built ‘grey’ infrastructure will determine the primary services and
co-benefits produced.

Further information can be found in UNEP (2014) Green Infrastructure Guide for Water Management:
Ecosystem-based management approaches for water related-infrastructure projects.



